M Gmaill Larry Watts <watts.larry@gmail.com>

Weekly Update

Chip Arledge <chiparledge@att.net> Tue, Apr 16, 2024 at 4:10 PM
To: Raigan Davis <royalcypress@outlook.com>

Cc: Eric Powell <Powell.Eric@marshalltexas.net>, Alex Agnor <Agnor.Alex@marshalltexas.net>, Anna Lane
<alane@marshalltexas.net>, Blackbird Bath <blackbirdbathllc@gmail.com>, dscottcarlile1372@gmail.com, Edward Allen
<edsportscenterdesigns@gmail.com>, Elmer Vargas <masterpiece2020@masterpiecebarbers.com>, Gwen Volk
<gwenvolk@gwenvolk.com>, Jackie <netxcowgirl@yahoo.com>, Karen Bickerdike <karenbickerdike@att.net>, Lacy Burson
<Burson.Lacy@marshalltexas.net>, Larry Watts <watts.larry@gmail.com>, Marcel Avelar <marcial.avelar@gmail.com>, Maria
- 1st Choice Personnel <maria@1stchoicepersonnel.net>, paige@gfapartners.com, "Raven Lenz
(BlackBirdLLC@gmail.com)" <BlackBirdLLC@gmail.com>, Reta Williams <retawilliams21@gmail.com>, Steven O'Bryan
<steven.obryan@gmail.com>, casey@caseysloneconstruction.com

If, in responding to these queries from Raigan, you would send them to “all” that would be appreciated as she is making
some points of concern that most of us in the 300 block share.

Thanks!
All Aboard 92-3 The Depot!
No Bad Days!

Chip “The Fat Man” Arledge
Director of Commotion
Morning Show Host

92-3 The Depot
Marshall/Longview, Texas
ChipArledge@ATT.net
205-602-9495

On Apr 16, 2024, at 3:46 PM, Raigan Davis <royalcypress@outlook.com> wrote:

To Whom it May Concern,

During the entirety of the downtown sidewalk project, I have tried to trust that it would get completed on time,
professionally, and with a little bit of concern for the loss of income and detrimental effect it has had on business
owners in mind. Today, I have lost all patience and I need answers from someone who knows what is going on. I tried
calling Eric but was unable to reach him. I then called Alex Agnor and she answered as always and said she would see
what she could find out, I appreciate the effort that she gives to help. She is the only one who does.

I had to close my store today (again), because customers could not safely access it at all. They are forming up for
concrete, which is wonderful. However, last we were told there would be a notice to all business owners at least a
week in advance for us to properly prepare closing for the two days it takes to pour and cure. I got a call around lunch
from someone that is opening a store on the corner and they were told (by the workers) they would get concrete
tomorrow. I had left for the day, but turned around to go ask Karl or anyone working if I was also getting concrete
tomorrow. Considering I had not heard that, and that would mean I would need to close tomorrow and Thursday. Upon
arriving downtown, I find Karl and ask him if concrete was getting poured in front of my store tomorrow, he told me
no, they are doing that Friday. To which I proceed to tell him I cannot be closed on a Friday or Saturday, especially
without proper notice to plan for that. Fridays and Saturdays are what are keeping me in business currently. I cannot
reiterate enough that this has been so hard for my business to keep the doors open as my sales are down exponentially.
I simply cannot lose a Friday or Saturday even one time a month and continue to make it. As I was walking away from
Karl, he told me “don’t get your pantyhose in a wad”. This statement was inappropriate, rude, and absolutely uncalled
for. This project has been mismanaged from the start. I understand how construction goes and I know we have to be
flexible but it has gone on too long with no updates, many sunny days of street closures with no work, the signs the



city had made stating we are open pushed over on the ground and not stood back up and much more. There needs to be
some checks and balances with the city and the project needs to be managed and completed as if time is of the
essence...because it is to business owners like me who are barely hanging on. The city employees, Casey Slone
Construction, and even Karl all get a paycheck no matter if this project is completed or not. I have not been able to get
a paycheck since the project started. Ask yourself how long you could go on like that? Maybe someone in charge could
push for a conclusion or at the very least try to keep business owners informed. As another building owner stated in a
previous email, what good is a pretty sidewalk if you put us all out of business before it is finished?

Best Regards,

Raigan Golladay Davis

310A North Washington Avenue
Marshall, Texas 75670
903.578.2100
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